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You are invited to the Annual General Meeting  

 At 8pm, Wednesday 11th November 2009 
Vision Hall, Christ Church, Watling Street, Radlett. 

Guest Speaker: MARTIN SAUNDERS former County Councillor, Borough 

Councillor and Mayor of Hertsmere 

 

 

 

ANNUAL  NEWSLETTER 
AUTUMN 2009 

The Radlett Society &  

GREEN BELT ASSOCIATION 
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We look forward to welcoming all 

members to our AGM on:- 

Wednesday, 11th November 2009 

at 8pm in The Vision  Hall, Christ 

Church, Watling Street, Radlett. 

Agenda 

1.  Apologies for absence 

2.  Minutes of 32
st
 AGM on 12/11/08 

3.  Treasurer’s report 

4.  Annual report and discussion 

5.  Election of President 

6.  Election of Officers and 

Committee for 2009/10 

7.  Appointment of auditor 

8.  Resolutions 

9.  Any other business [please notify 

the Chairman in advance] 

 Nominations for Officers and 

members of the Committee should be 

made in writing, signed by the 

proposer and seconder, and bear the 

consenting signature of the nominee. 

The Chairman should receive 

nominations not less than 24 hours 

before the time fixed for the AGM. 

 After the AGM, there will be a 

presentation by our guest speaker 

MARTIN SAUNDERS, former 

County Councillor, Borough 

Councillor and Mayor of Hertsmere. 

 Afterwards, you are cordially 

welcome to join the Committee for 

drinks. 

President ........................ Stuart Nagler 

Chairman ..................... Graham Taylor 

Vice-Chairman ................... Rob Reith 

Hon. Treasurer ............ Aleks Kotulski 

Hon. Secretary ....... Catherine Kilhams 

Hon. Membership Secretary...............  

 ....................... Catherine Treves Brown 

Other areas of responsibility: 

Planning Sub-Committee ...................  

 ....................... Rob Reith, Martin Jeens 

Green Belt ........................ David Slater 

Crime Prevention, Trees,  

  Conservation Areas .Rosamund Gray 

Footpaths ................... Geoffrey Smyth 

Transport & Parking ....... Clive Glover 

History Archives ............. Martin Jeens 

Elstree Aerodrome 

     Consultative Committee . Rob Reith 

Web Master .................. Robin Crosher 

Environment .......................... vacancy 

Non-Committee members: 

Local History  ............. Philip Eastburn 

Web Adviser ................... Colin Mansell 

  

Notice of Annual General Meeting Officers & Committee 2008/9 

Contact details for the Chairman,  

123 Newberries Avenue, Radlett, 

Hertfordshire, WD7 7EN.   

Tel: 01923 855139  

Email: rsgba@dsl.pipex.com 

 

Guest Speaker 
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CHAIRMAN’S COLUMN  

 This autumn, the Green Belt 

between Radlett and St.Albans is 

facing its biggest threat ever. 

Following refusal on appeal in 2008 

of outline proposals for a 300-acre site 

Strategic Rail-Freight Interchange 

[SRFI], developers Helioslough have 

re-applied with essentially the same 

scheme! This time they claim to have 

improved their Alternative Sites 

Assessment [ASA] which was found 

wanting by the Secretary of State last 

time. The second Public Inquiry is 

scheduled to start on November 16th. 

 In accordance with our 

Constitution, the Society has taken 

these threats to the Green Belt very 

seriously. The site is a large piece of 

Watling Chase Forest, mostly owned 

by Herts County Council and close to 

a County Wildlife site of the Ver 

water meadows near Hedges Farm. 

The photo-montage above shows how 

the SRFI might dominate the eastern 

skyline above this attractive valley. 

 We continue to support STRiFE 

[Stop The Rail Freight Exchange] and 

have committed £5000 to fund a  

 

postcard campaign to raise 

awareness in Radlett and towards the 

costs of STRiFE’s barrister for the 

Public Inquiry, Paul Stinchcombe, a 

specialist in public and planning law. 

 Other factors that may affect the 

outcome, if allowed to be heard by the 

Inspector, are the numerous practical, 

logistical and technical problems on 

the Thameslink suburban rail-line. 

First Capital Connect are said to be 

very unhappy at the possibility of 

their commuter services being 

disrupted by the movement of long, 

slow freight trains. For more info see 

www.strife.biz. 

The Aims of the Society 

To improve, protect and 

preserve for the benefit of the 

public the village of Radlett and 

the surrounding countryside.  

 To stimulate public interest, to 

promote high standards of 

planning and architecture, and 

to secure the preservation, 

protection, development and 

improvement of features of 

historic or public interest in the 

area. 
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Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment [SHLAA]  

 As required by the [largely 

unelected] East of England Regional 

Assembly, Hertsmere Borough 

Council is looking for new housing 

sites in order to meet minimum targets 

of 5000 new homes by 2021. Even 

though, at the current rate, the Council 

expects there to be enough brown 

field sites to meet all but 800, they 

have now been ordered to find and 

safeguard land for the full quota. 

 Officers have therefore invited 

agents and landowners, large and 

small, to nominate sites. As a key 

stakeholder, the Radlett Society was 

invited to a workshop session in early 

September to discuss some 163 

locations in the Borough. Most of 

these are in the Green Belt, ranging in 

area from 0.1 to 104 hectares, the 

largest of which could accommodate 

some 4000 homes at 2007 housing 

densities. 

 Principally, Hertsmere was ranking 

viability, developability and 

sustainability. Key factors are single 

land-ownership and previously 

developed land.  

 One site under consideration, land 

east of Theobald Street, 

Borehamwood, was reported to be 

owned by over 100 investors who 

bought through a now-defunct 

property company. They had 

speculated that Green Belt land would 

eventually be released for 

development leading to large capital 

gains.  

 This now seems highly unlikely: it 

was considered virtually impossible 

for any agent or lawyer to put 

together a deal that would be 

acceptable to all 100+ freeholders! As 

a result, the land is effectively 

undevelopable, the very opposite of 

what the speculators hoped for. 

 Radlett is considered to have 

limited scope and capacity for further 

growth, in terms of large identifiable 

sites and key community facilities 

such as primary schools, local bus 

services and an absence of any 

secondary schools. In the absence of 

identifiable brownfield sites, planned 

growth would have to be focused 

almost entirely on Green Belt 

expansion, adversely affecting the 

Borough of Hertsmere 

Extract from UK Land Advert  
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Borough’s settlement hierarchy and 

running contrary to key objectives for 

the Local Development Framework. 

It’s at Potters Bar and Borehamwood 

that Hertsmere hopes to find housing 

sites to meet the target.  

The Society remains steadfastly 

against any loss of Green Belt in the 

Civil Parish of Aldenham. We need 

this long-standing planning tool to 

maintain the spaces between towns. 

They could lose their identities if 

merging occurred. Green Belt also 

assists in safeguarding the countryside 

from encroachment and in urban 

regeneration, by encouraging the 

recycling of derelict and other urban 

land. 

Network Rail – Theobald Street  

 Have you crossed Theobald Street 

railway bridge recently? Noticed 

anything new? Yes, there are now 

four sets of reflecting bollards on both 

sides of the road. Similar work has 

taken place at the railway bridge in 

The Drive. 

 This installation by Network Rail, 

in partnership with Herts Highways, is 

the result of a nationwide review of 

bridge safety following the inquest 

into the tragic rail accident at Great 

Heck in 2001 when a vehicle and 

trailer somehow managed to leave the 

M62, and end up on the east coast 

mainline. This caused the derailment 

of a 125mph passenger train and a 

subsequent collision with an 

oncoming freight train, leading to 10 

fatalities and 82 serious injuries. 

 Theobald Street was judged to be a 

risk site where safety work could 

reduce the risk of a road/rail accident. 

However, the outcome ‘on the 

ground’ has, in our view, made 

matters worse for pedestrians and we 

have referred this to Herts Highways 

and Caroline Clapper, our new 

County Councillor.  Because of the 

new reduced width of the pavement, 

we feel that the safety of pedestrians, 

including the ‘walking bus’ to 

Bridge N side, facing W  

Metropolitan Green Belt 
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Newberries School, has been severely 

compromised. We’d asked for the 

footpath to be widened and the 30mph 

speed limit enforced. What do you 

think? Have you been hit by a vehicle 

along this stretch of road, or 

experienced a near miss? Please let us 

know. 

Planning News 

 This year we took part in 

discussions on several major planning 

applications in Radlett: 

1] Radlett United Synagogue 

 22 Watling Street Radlett 

 RSGBA was invited by Head of 

Planning to attend a community panel 

to discuss the one remaining issue of 

car parking. The scheme to rebuild the 

Synagogue had been conditionally 

consented earlier. After three sessions 

and many hours of debate it was clear 

that there was no practical solution to 

a problem that the applicants said was 

not really a problem at all. 

 The issue was therefore handed 

back to Richard Grove for 

determination which he duly passed 

back to the Bushey & Aldenham 

planning Committee. It met to hear 

the arguments for and against, 

including our formal Letter of 

Representation. Among other matters, 

we pointed out that the adopted car-

parking standard for D1 use did not 

specify a minimum number of places, 

only maxima. After a passionate 

meeting, Councillors eventually voted 

6-1 in the applicant’s favour.  

 In the course of the negotiations, a 

Synagogue Green Travel Plan 

emerged which will help worshippers 

to visit without using private cars or, 

if they did drive, where to park safely. 

Residents in the private roads affected 

by parking, Radlett Park Road and 

Beech Avenue have made their own 

arrangements to monitor and control 

parking. Herts Highways will apply 

parking restrictions to The Drive. 

2] SureStart Centre at St.John’s 

Church, Gills Hill Lane. 

  In May, we were tipped off about a 

proposal from Herts County 

Development Unit to add a small 

extension to St.John’s Church for 

accommodation of Radlett’s long-

awaited SureStart centre for families 

and young children.  

 Unlike our relationship with 

Hertsmere Borough Council as a 

consultee, we have no similar 

Radlett United Synagogue 
 [Architectôs Impression] 
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arrangement with Herts County and 

we do not receive automatic 

notification of development plans.  As 

the SureStart scheme was described 

simply as ‘a County operational 

requirement’, there had been no prior 

consultation meetings had been in 

Radlett to discuss the proposals. 

 Local residents, already concerned 

about traffic levels associated with 

St.John’s Infant School, strongly 

opposed the scheme. RSGBA 

supported this position, largely on 

grounds of traffic and parking and we 

spoke at a public meeting on 31
st
 

May. At this event, Hertsmere Leisure 

representatives explained that they 

needed a site that would accept a 25 

year lease for their SureStart base and 

that they were finding it very difficult 

to find an affordable location in 

Radlett that would meet their 

requirements. Several helpful offers 

and suggestions emerged and a few 

days later the planning application 

was withdrawn. At the time of 

writing, SureStart is being run from 

offices outside Radlett. 

Environment 

 The nearest civic amenity site to 

Radlett is Radnor Hall, Allum Lane, 

Elstree WD6 3LS. It is operated by 

WasteAware and it now re-cycles 30 

types of household and vehicle items. 

There are details of what they can re-

cycle and opening hours are at 

www.wasteaware.org.uk 

Cycling routes 

 Are you a cyclist? 

Do you wish to see 

improved routes for 

cycling? If so, please 

let us know and send 

us your comments.– via our website. 

www.radlettsociety.org.uk  

Planning Update - Hertsmere 

 Recent legislation has resulted in 

important changes to the procedures 

relating to town planning. In essence 

these changes mean that it is now 

easier for many house owners to 

enlarge their properties; or to add 

outbuildings such as sheds, garages, 

together with other kinds of structure 

intended for a purpose incidental to 

the enjoyment of the house such a 

sauna cabins and swimming pools.

 Conversely, of course, this 

legislation will mean that many house 

owners will be powerless to stop their 

neighbours from carrying out works 

that they might consider detrimental 

to their property. They may also find 

it harder to have their views taken into 

account if their neighbours appeal 

against a planning refusal. 

 Under the new legislation many 

extensions or additions to houses are 

now considered to be ‘permitted 

http://www.wasteaware.org.uk/
http://www.radlettsociety.org.uk/
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development’, that is to say not 

requiring planning permission, 

provided they comply with certain 

limits and conditions. These include a 

requirement that no more than half the 

area of the land around the ‘original 

house’ would be covered by the 

extension or addition (the term 

original house means the house as it 

was built or as it was on 1 July 1948). 

Other development is permitted if:-  

 no extension to be built forward of 

any elevation fronting a highway; 

 no extension to be built higher that 

the highest part of the roof;  

 the maximum depth of a single 

storey extension beyond the wall to be 

3 metres of an attached house, and 4 

metres beyond the rear wall of a 

detached house;  

 the maximum height of a single 

storey extension to be 4 metres; 

 the maximum depth of a two-

storey extension to be 3 metres 

beyond the rear wall;  

 the maximum height of  the eaves 

of an extension within two metres of 

the boundary to be 3 metres;  

 the eaves and ridge of any 

extension to be no higher than the 

original;  

 any side extension to be single 

storey  with a maximum height of 4 

metres and a maximum width no more 

than half the ‘original house’;  

 two storey extensions to be no 

closer than 7 metres to the rear 

boundary. 

 Loft conversions are now 

considered permitted development, 

that is to say not requiring planning 

permission, subject to them providing 

a maximum of 40m
3
 additional roof 

space for terraced houses, and 50m
3
 

for detached or semi-detached houses. 

There must be no extension beyond 

the plane of the roof on any elevation 

fronting a highway, and no extension 

must be higher than the highest part of 

the roof. 

 Outbuildings are also deemed to be 

permitted development, not requiring 

planning permission,  

 provided they do not cover more 

than half the area of land around the 

‘original house’;  

 are not erected on land forward of 

a wall forming a principal elevation;  

 have eaves not exceeding 2.5 

metres and have an overall height of 4 

metres high overall with a double 

Permitted Development 'villa' 
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pitched roof and 3 metres for any 

other roof; 

 do not include verandas, balconies 

or raised platforms. 

 When an extension, addition, or 

erection of an outbuilding is not 

deemed to be permitted development, 

a planning application has to be made 

to the local authority in the usual way. 

Should this application be refused, 

home-owners can, in respect of 

decisions made since April 2009, use 

the new Householder Appeals 

Service.  

 The appellant is required to send a 

full statement setting out any 

objections to the decision. The 

Planning Inspectorate will then 

download from the Council’s internet 

site the drawings and documents, 

including any objections that have 

been received, in order to make their 

decision. No opportunity is granted 

for either the Council, or interested 

parties such as neighbours, to express 

further views at the appeal stage. The 

Inspectorate’s decision is final and is 

binding upon the Council. 

 In another new development, 

Hertsmere has abolished its £250 fee 

for house owners in respect of pre-

application planning advice for home 

extensions. (for bigger developments 

the fee can be as much as £1000).  

Rob Reith 

RSGBA Footpath Map 

By now, we had hoped to re-print our 

popular footpath map showing the 

rights of way in Aldenham. 

Unfortunately, we have not been able 

to persuade Ordnance Survey to re-

licence our map at our preferred scale. 

We will continue to explore other 

options, but it seems that we’ll have to 

completely re-draft the map without 

using OS data. Watch this space… 

History Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 We recently came across this 

poster for the Radlett Cinema which 

many readers will remember was 

located in what was the Village Hall, 

opposite Oakway Parade, now Radlett 

United Synagogue. Did you go to any 

of these films? Share your 

experiences at www.radlettsociety.org.uk 

Richard Grove 

 This year saw the retirement of 

Hertsmere’s Head of Planning, 

http://www.radlettsociety.org.uk/
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HELP WANTED 

The Committee is keen to welcome new members. We especially need 
someone with interests in Planning and/or Environment to assist with: 

1] Monitoring, reviewing and commenting on Local Planning 

Applications 

2] Liaising with Council to improve cleanliness and identify 

rubbish blackspots. 
 

The Committee sends representatives to the following: 

Aldenham County Park Liaison Committee 

Aldenham Parish Council Footpaths Committee 

ANTAS -  Association of North Thames Amenity Societies 

Annual Liaison Meeting with local Councillors 

EACC – Elstree Airfield Consultative Committee 

Hertsmere Crime Reduction Group 

London Green Belt Council 

Radlett Youth Working Party 

STRiFE [Stop The Rail Freight Exchange] 

 

 

Photo Expo– 
Radlett Library 

visit our display of 
Old Photos of 
Radlett ï itôs 
upstairs in the 
Library. Earlier 
this year, we 
added 18 pictures 
showing key 
images from the 
history of Radlett 

Fire Station. 

Richard Grove. The Society had a very good working 

relationship with Richard and his department and he was 

twice a guest speaker at our AGM. 

 His experience and unrivalled knowledge and of town 

planning will be missed and we wish him a happy 

retirement. 
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Please note: as the Societyôs year runs from 1st July to 30th June, subscriptions for the current 
year became due on 1st July 2009. 

In the interests of efficiency and 

simplicity, we ask you to consider 

making regular annual payments 

by Standing Order. To encourage a 

wide membership from the whole 

community, we will accept a 

minimum standing order of £1.00 

annually. 

If you prefer to make a direct 

payment, we ask for a minimum of 

£5.00 [cheques payable to The 

Radlett Society].   

Whether you pay by standing order, 

on-line or cheque, the Society can 

benefit from HM Revenue & 

Customsô Gift Aid scheme. Please 

sign and date the relevant 

declaration. See the notes 

opposite about Gift Aid. 

 

EXISTING COVENANTS & 

STANDING ORDERS 

If you already pay under an existing 

deed of covenant, do nothing. (Gift 

Aid has replaced covenants but 

existing covenants can continue).  

 If you already pay by standing 

order you do not have to do 

anything.  However, if you are willing 

to let the Society reclaim the tax on 

your subscriptions/donations, please 

see the notes opposite and fill in the 

appropriate section of the form 

overleaf. 

GIFT AID 

Please sign and date in the relevant 

section overleaf to enable the Society 

to claim back the tax on your 

subscriptions/donations.  

Notes on Gift Aid: 

a) Under the Gift Aid scheme, Charities 

can recover the basic rate tax paid 

by members. Until 2011, a 

subscription or donation of £10 to 

will allow us to claim and extra £2.80 

from HMRC. 

b) If, in the future, your circumstances 

change and you cease to be a UK 

basic-rate taxpayer, you must notify 

us and cancel your declaration. 

c) If you pay tax at the higher rate you 

can also claim further tax relief on 

your Self-Assessment tax return. 

d) If you are due an Income Tax 

Repayment, you can nominate your 

Society for the Self Assessment 

Charity Donation using our unique 

code of SAM58SG 

e) For Inheritance Tax purposes, 

legacies can be left to the Society 

net of the 40% tax charge. 

Please notify the Hon.Membership 

Secretary if you change your name or 

address or wish to resign your 

membership. 

Thank you for your support !

  

MEMBERSHIP, SUBSCRIPTIONS & GIFT AID 2009 - notes 
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Complete the necessary details and 

send the whole page to the Hon. 

Membership Secretary. 

TO PAY SUBSCRIPTIONS:- 

1. OUR PREFERENCE- 

BANKERôS STANDING ORDER: Please 

complete the Mandate and Gift Aid box. 

2. ON-LINE: Use our Bank details shown; 

please complete and send us this page 

for Membership and Gift aid records 

3. DIRECT PAYMENT [CHEQUES]: 

Note our minimum of £5, payable to 

óRadlett Society and Green Belt 

Associationô. 

NEW MEMBERS ï HOW TO JOIN 

 Please print your name, address and 

telephone number, and complete other 

details as appropriate. 

Application Dateéééééééééé 

Name:  ....................................................  

Address ..................................................  

 ...............................................................  

Telephone: .............................................  

Home email: ...........................................  

NEW STANDING ORDER MANDATE 

YOUR BANK:..........................................  

BRANCH: ...............................................  

ADDRESS of BANK: ...............................  

 ................................................................  

 ................................................................  

NAME OF ACCOUNT TO BE DEBITED  

 ................................................................  

 ...............................           é..|éé|é.. 

ACCOUNT NUMBER       SORT CODE 

Please pay to the NatWest Bank plc, 

Radlett Branch, Sort Code 60-17-14, for 

the credit of THE RADLETT SOCIETY 

AND GREEN BELT ASSOCIATION,  

A/C No. 42035732,  

on the  ................ day of 

éééééé.(month), 20é..é.(year),  

the sum of £éééééé 

( ....................................................... ) 

             (Amount in words) 

and continue to make a similar payment 

on the same day EACH YEAR until further 

notice in writing and charge such 

payments to the debit of my account. 

PLEASE SIGN ........................................  

DATE:  ....................................................  

Printed by Caprin Printers, Unit 2, Park Industrial Estate, Frogmore, St.Albans, 

Hertfordshire. AL2 2DR Tel: 01727 872021 www.caprin.co.uk 

I am a UK taxpayer 

and wish the Society [Registered 

Charity 280877] to treat all my 

subscriptions/ donations paid since 6
th
 

April 2000 and all future payments as 

Gift Aid.   

PLEASE SIGN ........................................  

DATE: .....................................................  

 

Hon. Membership Secretary RSGBA 

c/o 30 Gills Hill 

RADLETT 

Hertfordshire  

WD7 8BZ 

www.radlettsociety.org.uk 

MEMBERSHIP, SUBSCRIPTIONS & GIFT AID 2009 – your details 

 


